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Opera

AcT 1 Jess is an ace F-16 fighter pilot. While on leave, she meets Eric, and
the two make an unexpected connection. This results in an unplanned
pregnancy. Jess stays home for five years to raise their daughter. When she
returns to the Air Force, her commanding officer tells her that she has a
new assignment: operating a drone at a base outside of Las Vegas. As she
becomes acclimated to her new life, Jess discovers that she can still expe-
rience some of the excitement and satisfaction that she once felt when
actually flying.

INTERMISSION

AcT 1t The long shifts are grueling for Jess. She begins to dissociate, her
psyche splitting to reveal an alternate self who can hold the trauma. Jess
is assigned to track a highly placed enemy target known as the Serpent.
As Jess’s fixation on eliminating the Serpent overtakes her, she becomes
unable to focus on her home and family. She tracks the Serpent to his
home, but when she focuses on his daughter, she can’t take the shot. She
pulls the drone off course and crashes it, only to discover that another
drone has been shadowing her and launches missiles at the Serpent and
his daughter. Jess is court-martialed, but her imprisonment has brought
her a degree of clarity and release—and freedom.
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